KECOLLECTIONS  OF A PLAYEE
same old six and eightpence on every occasion. I took this criticism to heart, and tried hard to metamorphose myself somewhat in accordance with it.
That my efforts at change, at least in my personal appearance, were not altogether successful, the following incident may serve to illustrate. At the old Union Square Theater, during the run of "Fer-reol," in which I played Martial, a gamekeeper who has committed a murder, there is a fine trial scene, in which another person is accused of the crime. The gamekeeper, during this scene, is seated down the stage. He has not many words to say, but can, "by facial expression, convey much to the audience. On the first night I put on a heavy beard. After the performance Miss Ida Vernon, who had seen the piece from the front, said to me : "Oh, Mr. Stod-dart, what did you wear that abominable beard for ? It took away all your expression." The next night the gamekeeper had been shaved.
Again, when we played "Alabama" at the Madison Square Theater, I was Colonel 120
